Letter to Mr R Chandramohan on 1000MWE Tamnar Thermal power plant

16th September 2005

Mr. R. Chandramohan

Joint Secretary (IA)

Ministry of Environment and Forests

Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex Lodi Road,

New Delhi 110 003

Subject: Issues with reference to the expansion of second phase (2x250 MW) of the 1000  

                MW Thermal Power Plant at village Tamnar, district Raigarh, Chhattisgarh.

Dear Sir,

A notice has been published on 4th September 2005 in the Hindi newspaper Nava Bharat by the Chhattisgarh Environment Conservation Board regarding the public hearing for the second phase (2x250 MW) of the 1000 MW Thermal Power Plant at village Tamnar, district Raigarh, Chhattisgarh. The public hearing is to be held on 07th October 2005, and the project is proposed by M/s Jindal Power Limited (JPL). We are enclosing a copy of the notice along with the letter.

We would like to bring to your attention that there are serious irregularities with the clearances related to this project as well legal violations by the project proponent. 

The environmental clearance for the first phase of this project was granted on 24th September 1997 for the first phase of the project. As per the Environment Impact Assessment notification, a clearance is granted for a period of five years, which would have expired in September 2002. Any extension of this clearance would have required a fresh environmental clearance process to be undertaken including a public hearing and preparation of an EIA report. As far as our knowledge goes, no such clearance process has taken place. This in turn implies that while the clearance for the first phase of the project has expired, JPL is applying for clearance of the second phase. 

We would also like to bring to your attention that the project also requires a forest clearance for the diversion of 177.542 hectares of forestland, for the construction of a reservoir and 18 meter high dam to provide water to the Thermal Power Plant. The forest clearance of which has been granted only on 8th August 2005 vide letter number F. No. 8-93/2003-FC. The requirement for the forest clearance had been clearly specified in the environmental clearance letter dated 24th September 1997, and the Ministry of Environment and Forest had directed that no construction activity be undertaken prior to the grant of this clearance.

However in complete violation of this condition specified in the environmental clearance letter (which has indicated earlier had expired in 2002), JPL began construction at the Tamnar village for the first phase. In October 2004 (when there was not even an In Principle Forest Clearance for the project), JPL also felled trees and dumped truckloads of mud in Kurkut River, in order to divert the river for building of the reservoir that would provide water to the Thermal Power Plant. This construction activity near Rabo village was severely opposed by the local villagers and the diversion was stopped, only after intervention by Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh vide his letter No.11529 dated 02/11/2004. 

However JPL has continued to carry out construction at the Tamnar site.

We are attaching with this letter pictorial Compact Disc supporting the above facts.

In the light of these facts, we request the Ministry of Environment and Forest to immediately stall the public hearing for environmental clearance of the second phase of the project. This is primarily because the environmental clearance of the first phase has expired and there are gross violations of both the Forest Conservation Act, 1980 as well as the Environment Impact Assessment, 1994. Further, JPL needs to be directed to put an immediate stop to the construction activities and seek a fresh clearance process, even for the first phase of the project.

We do hope the Ministry of Environment and Forests will look into this issue, and take the due action. We would be happy to discuss this matter with you in person, and also seek further clarifications on the points of concern raised in the letter.

Look forward to your response and immediate action in this regard.

Ramesh Agrawal



Rajesh Tripathy

On Behalf of Jan Chetana,


On Behalf of Project affected People

Near Allahabad Bank 


House No.159, Kelo Vihar colony, Raigarh




Naya Ganj, Raigarh (C.G.) 496001

Phone: 09300681878

Phone: 093011022

Cc: Chhatisgarh Environment Conservation Board, Raipur

      Expert Committee for Thermal Power Projects, MoEF, New Delhi

Encl: Environmental Clearance letter for first phase dated 24th September 1997

         Forest Clearance letter dated 8th August 2005

         Notice for public hearing for second phase of the project dated 4th   

         September 2005

         Letter of C.M Chhattisgarh dated 02/11/2004   

         Pictorial Compact Disc indicating construction activity at Tamnar and Rabo
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